
September 30, 2004 
 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary   Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission  Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary    Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street S.W., Room TW-A306  9300 East Hampton Drive 
Washington, DC  20554    Capitol Heights, MD  20743 
 
Ms. Irene Flannery 
Universal Service Administrative Company 
2000 L Street N.W., Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
Re: CC Docket No. 96-45 
 

Annual State Certification of Support for Rural Carriers and Non-Rural Carriers 
 
Dear Ms. Dortch and Ms. Flannery: 
 
The South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) hereby states that the following rural 
and non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers within 
its jurisdiction have been certified to receive support pursuant to 47 CFR §§ 54.301, 54.305, 
54.307, and/or 54.309 and/or part 36, subpart F.  The carriers listed below filed requests for 
certification with the Commission which support their affirmations that all federal high-cost support 
provided to them will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and 
services for which the support is intended, consistent with section 254(e) of the Communications 
Act. 
 
The Commission has granted certification to the following rural incumbent local exchange carriers 
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers: 
 
Dickey Rural Communications, Inc. (381611) (co. no. 1681) 
Dickey Rural Telephone Cooperative (381611) (co. no. 1611) 
Farmers Mutual Telephone Company (361389) 
Hills Telephone Company, Inc.  (Contingent upon completion of sale of exchanges by Sioux Valley 

   Telephone Company to Hills Telephone - See enclosed order.) 
 
The Commission has granted certification to the following non-rural eligible telecommunications 
carriers: 
 
Black Hills FiberCom, L.L.C. (competitive ETC) 



Midcontinent Communications (competitive ETC) 
 
 
Enclosed are the Orders Granting Certification to the above-referenced rural and non-rural 
incumbent local exchange carriers and/or eligible telecommunications carriers.  Should you have 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us for further information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Robert K. Sahr    Gary Hanson    James A. Burg 
Chairman     Commissioner   Commissioner 
 


